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“

You should never
regret a missed
opportunity … you
are never falling
short of avenues
to explore when one
of them is closed ”
- Dr. Jahnabi Basumatary, 2020
Finding True North Episode 13

Profile | Born and raised in India, Jahnabi originates from the lush, green, tea-plantation covered hills of Assam. She works as a Materials Specialist at ASML,
Eindhoven since 2019 – specialising in the corrosion of materials and surface coatings. She completed her Bachelor’s degree in India, graduating with a BEng in
Industrial and Production Engineering in 2011. Soon after that, she moved overseas to start her Master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering in the UK. She later
graduated with a PhD at University of Southampton where she researched the tribological behaviour of marine propeller materials when subjected to cavitation
erosion and corrosion. During her studies, she discovered her penchant for martial arts, going as far to acquiring her black belt in Kung Fu. She also had the
amazing opportunity of travelling to 5 different continents both for business and leisure.
After her Doctoral studies, Jahnabi lived in Belgium for 2 years, where she explored different professions including Sales Engineering and R&D. In early 2019,
she moved to Netherlands for a Business Management and High-Tech Engineering Traineeship – successfully passing this to start her current role at ASML. Apart
from being an avid traveller and a martial artist, Jahnabi thoroughly enjoys a variety of other hobbies and activities including cooking, jive dancing, doodling,
interior design, travelling, and photography.
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PIVOTAL MOMENT

“

Getting your first degree after 21 is still an
achievement. Being married after 30 is still
beautiful. Starting a family after 35 is still
possible. Buying a house after 40 is still a
boss move.
Don't let people rush you with their
timelines.

”
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MY VISION

“

To help people realise that one should
never regret missed opportunities, but
create new ones.

”
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HOW TO ADAPT TO A LIFE WORKING & LIVING ABROAD
What do you learn when you
move abroad long-term for
work or education?
Every country has its own unique
culture to offer. It can be very
useful in making ourselves aware of
the general culture we are stepping
into, the differences, the
similarities, the nuances...
But most importantly, the culture
we bring ourselves too.
This enables one in adapting faster,
in many different ways, to socialise,
work and live together with diverse
crowd when abroad.

Southampton,
England

Polite, formal
Eindhoven,
The Netherlands

Direct, linear

Ghent, Belgium

Formal, close

Assam, India

Simple, hearty
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THE LEWIS MODEL OF CULTURE: WHAT TO EXPECT AND HOW TO ADAPT
Want to work and live abroad?
Find out where you stand...
The Lewis Model of Culture, made by
Richard Lewis in 1990s, explains that
humans can be divided into 3 clear
categories, based not on nationality or
religion but on behaviour. And the cultural
moda of each country have a major
influence on that.
When moving abroad, choosing the
country is not the only criteria,
you should also consider how their
culture and behaviours are compatible
with yours. This has a major impact on
the way you integrate into the area, your
social life, the sense of belonging and the
overall happiness with the place.

The Lewis Model of Culture
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BUILDING AN IDENTITY OUTSIDE OF WORK TO BENEFIT MY CAREER
Vocational and avocational skills are not
mutually exclusive –working on them both
equally only accentuate and enhance your career

My Creative Instagram Profiles

@pride_n_style

@pride_n_food

"Find three hobbies you love: One to make you money,
one to keep you in shape, and one to be creative"
Check, check and check... My Instagram (IG) handles
were created as means of letting out my creative side,
especially by building up on my self-taught photography
skills to explore travel, food and art.
As a materials specialist, I often have to visualize a case
at its developmental stage with foresight for potential
risks and issues. This can call for angles that are hard to
conceptualise without a concrete example.
This is where creativity can come in and help. In
many ways, my IG handles help me nurture and build
my conceptualisation skills that I bring to my personal
development as well as work. But more so, my analytical
engineering skills also help further my outlook on art
and food styling to create innovatively unique styles and
concepts.

• Travel Lifestyle
Photography

• Food Photography
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3 TAKEAWAYS

1

NEVER ASSUME: OVERCOME YOUR PREJUDICE

2

ADAPTING ≠ CONFORMING... BE YOURSELF

3

IF YOU HAVE PASSION, YOU WILL ALWAYS MAKE IT!
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JAHNABI’S RECOMMENDED SKILLS TO SUCCEED AS A MATERIALS SPECIALIST

Emotional Skills & Traits

Practical Skills & Knowledge

Honesty

Physics or chemistry background
helps

Composure

Metallurgy is a plus

Curiosity

Hands-on experience

Persistence

Mechanical engineering
knowledge helps

Stress-tolerance

Administrative skills

© Tech Allies Network

Q&A
Janhabi asked…

Jahnabi was additionally asked…
Question: How have you adapted to western culture and what do you think about support from others to grow as far
into your career as you desire?
Jahnabi’s answer: By being open, curious, social, but also knowing and accepting my own limitations, I have been
able to integrate into the western culture quite easily. In every country I have lived and/or worked in, I have always
made it a point to grow my network. How you do this can of course differ from person to person. My hobbies helped
me exercise it to greater extent. For example, I joined sports clubs, dance societies, language classes (in Europe) to
learn new things and make new friends.
Adapting into a new country, company or even a profession all can do with help, support and extra push from people
who have been there or are going through something similar as you. During my PhD, networking was the key that
helped me land my first job. It also helped me find all the subsequent jobs in new countries. Networking also helps
you analyse the different avenues available to you, and I believe that is the whole point of Finding True North as well.
Question: : Regarding work-life balance, you mentioned your Instagram accounts for growing a creative and artistic
side. Do you feel there is a clear divide between engineering/technical and your artistic talents – how do you prevent
the feeling of not compromising one for the other in life?
Jahnabi’s answer: Actually, science and art have gone hand in hand for a very long time. Take the example of a
Lamborghini. Of course, the car must meet the engineering specifications of a race car, but it also must have the
unique aesthetic appeal that sets it apart. Likewise, the two skills are interconnected in more ways than we realise.
Yes, one could take precedence over the other from time to time based on the task at hand. As a materials specialist,
my artistic side does not aid with the technical aspects of my work (i.e. the contents), however it helps accentuate
my way of working. It enables me to recognise issues in different ways that others miss. I can also take lead in tasks
that need creativity like designing a test set-up or creating a competence website for example. Importantly, it also
helps with taking a break from work.

Want more Q&A? Watch Jahnabi’s Finding True North episode here.
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The Tech Allies Network immensely thanks

Dr. Jahnabi Basumatary

for being a guest on Finding True North!
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