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“

Don’t be afraid
to move to find
a good job or
degree …
it’s worth it ”

Guest’s Lifestyle/Candid photo
goes here

- Ms. Beate Müller, 2020
Finding True North, Bonus Guest!

Profile | Beate is a Technology Consultant at Plextek in Cambridge, where she uses Data Analysis and Machine Learning techniques for
research in fields like Radar Imaging. She joined Plextek in October 2018 after her MSc in Systems, Control and Signal Processing
at University. Before moving to the UK for her Master’s degree, Beate worked within industry in Munich, Germany, as
a Radar Systems Engineer for Hensoldt (previously belonging to Airbus Defence and Space). She did her
undergraduate in Communications Engineering as a dual degree, part-time working at Airbus whilst completing her studies. Beate is an
avid baker, spending most of her free time in the kitchen, but also loves to craft.
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PIVOTAL MOMENT

“

Just go with the flow!

”

While I am a planner and planned many steps of my career, I also often
dropped the reins and took opportunities that were offered to me - without
them perfectly fitting in my plan.
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ENGINEERING – TECHNICAL CREATIVITY?
The Creative Process to Engineering and
Technology Consulting
Baking and crafting might not be obvious hobbies for
an engineer but there are certainly transferable skills.
I wrote about these skills specifically for baking and
project management on my company's blog.
But it's also a great way to learn to cope with failures.
I can't count the number of times a bake hasn’t
worked out or I had to undo several rows of knitting.
While it's annoying in the moment it makes you
a better baker/crafter and in turn also engineer.

Succeeding
Trying again
to Learn
Failing

Because failing and being able to do it again
and better is vital in engineering as well.
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3 TAKEAWAYS

1

NOT EVERYTHING WORKS OUT AS PLANNED AND THAT'S GOOD
In Germany, my dual-degree at University was admitted through applying to a company. I thought I wouldn't be good enough
to study a full technical degree when I applied to Airbus as part of my University admission. However, Airbus only had a job for
Electrical Engineering so I took it – not planned, and looking back it led me to a good outcome.

2

DON'T BE AFRAID TO MOVE TO FIND A GOOD DEGREE OR JOB
I moved from Germany to the UK for my MSc degree. Now I work and live in the UK. Making decisions that get you out of your
comfort zone is not always easy, and my move was a big decision, but with reflection – it’s worth it.

3

START LOOKING FOR JOBS/DEGREES EARLY
I started applying for dual degrees a year before my A-levels and then had a secure job waiting for me.
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BEATE’S RECOMMENDED SKILLS TO SUCCEED IN ENGINEERING CONSULTING

Emotional Skills & Traits

Practical Skills & Knowledge

Adaptable

Gain knowledge of as different tech
fields as possible

Collaborative

Learn how to work independently
effectively

Strong-willed

Be good at what you do by always
improving your existing skills

Good communication skills

Learn how to come up with fresh
ideas

© Tech Allies Network

3 WAYS SOMEONE CAN BREAK INTO BEATE’S INDUSTRY

1

DO INTERNSHIPS OR SUMMER PLACEMENTS
That gives you a good idea of how the industry works and what's important to succeed.

2

CONSULTANCY IS ALL ABOUT THE CLIENT RELATIONSHIP – COMMUNICATION IS KEY
Be prepared to talk to clients regularly and try to be precise and open when communicating.

3

GET CLEAR IF YOU WANT TO WORK IN A SMALL OR BIG COMPANY
There are many different sizes of companies and all come with their pros and cons. Think about what would suit you.
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We asked Beate some questions to gain insight
on how to enter and thrive in her industry …
Question: What have been the pros and cons of working in different countries? Have there
been any unique ways of working that you have adopted while working in a specific country?
Beate’s answer: By working in different countries, I can learn about new cultures which is
certainly a pro! Con is that I am away from my family and friends and I miss them a lot. I feel
like the UK and Germany aren't too different when it comes to working environments, except
for the amount of tea being consumed any given day! This has made it easy to adapt to
working in the UK. I can't really pinpoint a unique way of working as I think it mostly has to do
with my own habits and the work I must do. By having worked in different companies and
countries I certainly know what is important for me like flexible work times and short
commutes but that is more a company culture rather than country culture at least in Europe.

Question: Has your perception and application of Machine Learning and Radar Imaging
changed compared to before and after your University Master's?
Beate’s answer: I mostly chose the MSc Systems, Control, and Signal Processing Master’s
degree at the University of Southampton because it had "Signal Processing" in its name. I
didn't know much about Machine Learning before I started the course, but it was a mandatory
module and I realized how much I liked it and that I like coding as well. The course did not
focus on Radar to the extent I anticipated, but I feel that it helped me combine my existing
radar knowledge with a wider understanding of Signal Processing and of course the added
Machine Learning. I'm lucky that in my current job I can combine all these things and work
more on the research and design side of things.
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…then some questions on how she navigated her
career journey so far…
Question: Did you always have an interest in Radar Systems Engineering or was the opportunity
presented to you via Airbus?
Beate’s answer: In school, we visited a facility where they showed us how radar worked by pointing a
doppler radar on cars and measuring their speed. That was so boring I thought to myself "I never
want to work in radar!". In my undergrad, I had a Radar Technology module and I also realized how
much I loved Signal Processing, so I started to get more interested. One of my work placements was
on a radar project and they later offered me a job and now I'm still working with radar! The first
introduction to it was not a great one but it's an interesting technology.

Question: What did you learn about yourself as you worked part-time in industry whilst completing
your University undergraduate, that has helped you in current role?
Beate’s answer: During my undergrad, I learned that I study best when planning and being organized.
I like to plan out what I will do in a given day and keep a to-do list that keeps me on track. There was
quite a lot of time pressure in the degree and I still like to structure my day around my tasks. Another
thing I learnt is that when I'm able to explain something to another person I have understood it. I
used this a lot when studying with other people and still find it valuable to explain things to colleagues
to see if I got it right.
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…and a question on personal development gained
through her career progression!
Question: Are there any skills you picked up being a camp counsellor that you put into practice
in your job now?
Beate’s answer: I guess the first thing to mention would be my proficiency of the English
language. While I wasn't bad at it in school it's certainly different to speak it day in and day out
for the first time. I learnt to cope with long work hours (5:00 am until the kids go to bed) and it
certainly was important to always be open for a chat and never frustrated towards the children. I
was working in a horse camp so together with the children, I also cared for 10+ horses and had
to keep the children safe around them. It certainly taught me multitasking as well, which I have
applied to my current role as a Technology Consultant – client management, team building,
portfolio organising, and adapting to quick-paced work and situations.

Want more Q&A? Find other guests on Finding True North here.
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The Tech Allies Network immensely thanks

Beate Müller

for being a bonus guest on Finding True North!
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